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IT was with great sadness that members of the Northern Group, motoring writers throughout
the UK and colleagues in motor industry PR heard of the passing in early September of Don
Booker MBE at the age of 87. Don had been a member of the Group since 1973 - our
formative year - and served as chairman for two years in the 80s. As editor and motoring
correspondent of the Barnsley Chronicle he became an icon in his home town and was
awarded the MBE for his services to journalism and his unstinting efforts on behalf of local
charities. Don leaves behind his loving wife of 62 years, Freda, daughter Julie, son-in-law
Simon and granddaughter Lucy.
This edition of Northern Group News pays tribute to the “Barnsley Lad” who was one of the
best known, respected and loved figures in British and regional motoring journalism.

- David Whinyates, Editor, Northern Group News

ngmwNews
NGMW News is produced by the Northern
Group of Motoring Writers, Britain’s
longest established regional motoring
writers’ group. The Group represents
journalists working for print and digital
media with regional, national and
worldwide audiences.

Editor & Designer: David Whinyates

Principal Contributor: Alan Domville
Contributors: Malcolm Bobbitt, Andrew
Evans, Steve Howarth, Frederic Manby,
Julie Marshall, Steve Orme & Keith Ward.
Contributions are always welcome - send
your stories and pictures to Alan Domville
at e.domville@btinternet.com
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“

A hugely sad day that my
Barnsley mentor has departed.
He was the archetypal, allembracing Yorkshire Tyke with a soft
and welcoming persona. Thank you
for the time you made for me over, I
guess, 45 years?
I treasure your love, your patience,
your advice, your understanding and
your everlasting interest in anything
remotely linked to motoring.
Rest in Peace, my friend!

- Val Jessop

Don was always generous with his time
and helpful advice and we will miss
him.
– Malcolm Bobbitt
Page Two

I knew about him long before I met
him. A proper Barnsley lad and
legend: modest but accomplished, a
wry and cheering humour, a fabulous
voice, a smile which encompassed all
these things. And owner of my
favourite sports car!
– Frederic Manby
I knew Don for more than four
decades. Always a good chap, great
company and a wise head. Sad to
know he’s gone. But he has a legion of
friends and a fine family who adore
him. I will celebrate his life and
raise a glass to a good man who
squeezed the most out of his life.
- Jon Smith

“

Don Booker MBE

ngmw N E W S

From
plumbing
to the
Palace
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BORN in 1931 in Dodworth, Don
Booker became a legend in his home
town of Barnsley.

The family moved to the Old Mill area of Monk
Bretton parish when Don was aged three; a
village that he remained in throughout his life.
He started his education at Burton Road School,
with one schoolmate being England and
Manchester United footballer, Tommy Taylor,
who tragically lost his life in the Munich air
disaster of ’58.
Tommy was one of many Barnsley celebrities
who Don would come to know over the years.
Long before his career in journalism, Don started
a building and general education course at
Barnsley Technical College and after leaving
managed to find work as an apprentice plumber.
“We had a hand cart and I can remember
delivering the first Bendix washer in Barnsley.
Imagine that – pushing a washer on a hand cart?”
he recalled when I interviewed him.
It was a humble start to a life which would
eventually lead Don to Buckingham Palace where
he received an MBE from the Queen.
After 18 months as a plumber, Don decided to
take his career in another direction and sought a
job as a photographer for the Barnsley Chronicle.
The job had already been filled by one of Don’s
best friends but the editor offered him a chance in
advertising.
Whilst sitting on the front desk focusing on
births, deaths and marriage notices, Don wrote a
piece about his local youth club taking a trip to
Manchester and it was from this that he was
repeatedly asked to join the reporting team which he repeatedly declined.
“Someone always used to get the sack every
week. I got the sack three times because they said
I’d been cheeky. But I’d get my job back a few
days later,” he recalled.
After deciding reporting might actually be the job
for him, Don joined the paper’s Wombwell
edition before moving to the Royston edition,
covering areas such as Kexborough, Bretton,
Cudworth and Grimethorpe.
With such a vast area in which to scoop out the
daily news, Don was given his first motor scooter
– an unreliable old thing which was emblazoned

AMBER STAINROD, right, editor of Aroundtown
Barnsley and Rotherham, to which Don contributed
motoring features, pays tribute to the man she
describes as “a shining light” and recalls the life and
times of the “Barnsley Lad” who she interviewed back in 2015.
with the paper’s name across the back.
It was at this time that he met Michael Parkinson,
another Barnsley lad who started off in grass
roots journalism. However, Mike worked for the
opposition, the South Yorkshire Times, but the
pair would still meet and collect news together.
“He rode a push bike at the time because that’s
all he’d got. But I’d got a motorbike so he used to
jump on the back and ride pillion passenger,”
Don told me.
Forging a strong friendship, the Barnsley lads
would meet up for lunch to swap that day’s copy
at 11am at the Railway canteen on Midland
Road.
Don and Parky’s friendship has been one to
cherish, with the pair filming a BBC programme
for The One Show with John Sergeant in which
the friends visited their old haunts where they
used to collect news together.
On the show, the pair reminisced about how Don
kept Michael on his journalism career path after a
two-year stint in Suez for his National Service.
On his return, Don got Mike a job at the
Chronicle, from where he went on to work in
television.
Laughing about the good old days, Don recalled
how the pair were in charge of collecting
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obituaries – and they also had to view the body of
the deceased.
“Folks in them days, there were no chapels of rest
so they used to have to lay the body out in the
front room or in kitchen. And when Parky and me
were there, they used to say ‘Would you like to
see ‘em?’
“Well, what do you do? You couldn’t say no.
And you couldn’t say they looked well, so we
used to say, ‘They look at peace,’” he said.
Don played a part in Michael’s episode of This Is
Your Life in the 80s, with producers asking him
to hop back on a motorbike and relive the pair’s
days gone by. Having not ridden one for over 30
years, Don says he was a bit dubious, but rode
around Cudworth all the same.
The pair always kept in touch, with Michael
writing the introduction to Don’s autobiography,
A Barnsley Lad, which he published in 2000.
Aside from his duties at the Barnsley Chronicle
where he was editor from 1985 to 1994, Don also
had a strong passion for vehicles throughout his
lifetime and was a motoring writer for over 50
years, picking up ten national and international
writing accolades along the way.

Continued on Page 4

Life is wonderful if you
can see the funny side
of it ...
Don Booker MBE

Continued from Page 3
It was through his neighbours and
uncles that Don first developed his
passion for wheels, with the smell of
leather fuelling his interest.
As a boy, many a summer was spent
with his Uncle Jack stripping down
old prams to create a trolley.
“He’d say to me: ‘Get thisen four
wheels an’ I’ll make thi a trolley.’
And off I’d go to find a family with a
pram they didn’t use,” Don recalled.
Along with his favoured two-wheel
motorbikes of the early Chronicle
days, Don also developed an interest
in cars – starting off with a 1946
Standard Flying Eight which he
picked up from an advert in the
paper. Throughout the years, Don
added Morris Minors, Austins, Fords
and Singers to his collection.
But it is the iconic Morgan that holds
pole position in Don’s motoring
memoirs having owned several of
their hand-assembled vehicles for 45
years.
As a motoring writer, Don was
invited to launches across the world,
visiting 56 countries in total, meeting
chief executives and industry experts
along the way.
All for the love of cars.
In 2005, Don took to the skies with
female pilot, Tizi Hodson, to cross
the English Channel in a 1945 plane
with a Renault engine. He also flew
on Concorde on its first flight to
Germany.
There were not many places he
hadn’t been, hadn’t seen.
But Don also led a charitable and
ever-giving life, serving his local
community for decades.
He was associated with the Scout
movement for over 70 years, starting
up as a member and working his way
up to group leader for the Monk
Bretton group. He even purchased a
plot of land for £25 to build the new
headquarters.
He was one of the founder directors
of Barnsley Hospice and regularly
donated fees he received for giving
career talks to the hospice.

The newsletter of the Northern Group of Motoring Writers

“

Autumn 2018

1931-2018

Spending time
with Don was always a
treat.
Unfailingly good
company, generous
natured and spiced with a
great sense of humour, he
was also a man of many
parts – a fine journalist,
editor, churchman,
Justice of the Peace for
many years, charity
worker, Morgan owner.
But for many of us – in
journalism and in the
motor industry – Don
Booker was simply one of
the best mates you could
have. He will be sorely
missed.
– Tim Jackson
Former head of PR for
Renault and ex-NGMW
member

Such sad news - a
gentleman and a true
character - we’ll miss
him greatly.

– David Hooper

r Don with Norman Wisdom and, below, preparing for a flight
across the Channel in a vintage Renault-engined biplane.

With faith on his side, Don devoted a
life-long loyalty to his local church,
St Paul’s of Monk Bretton, having
been a choir boy, altar server and
church warden for 42 years. In
thanks, the church congregation
appointed him Emeritus warden.
His community spirit led to Don
being made a Member of the British
Empire for services to journalism and
the Barnsley community in 1995 as
part of the Queen’s New Year’s
Honour list.
One thing’s for sure, he met some
extraordinary people in his lifetime.
Along with the Queen, Don also had
a chance meeting with Mother Teresa
whilst waiting for a plane at
Heathrow Airport where they spoke
about their faiths.
But his favourite character of all time
was Norman Wisdom –with whom he
created a BBC radio programme
about flat caps.
“Well, they were Norman’s
trademark. And the producers
thought: ‘Oh he’s from Barnsley, he
must know about flat caps,’” he told
me.
After leading such a colourful life
and bringing light to his hometown

for many years, I cannot put into
words just how much this humble and
endearing man with the full head of
white hair, thick Barnsley accent and
true Yorkshire heart will be sorely
missed.
A shining light has gone out here in
South Yorkshire at the sad passing of
the iconic Barnsley legend.
His witty nature and effortless charm
remained with him until the end and
this one quote sums him up...
“Life is wonderful, if you can see the
funny side of it.”
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What a sad day for the
Group, for motoring
journalism ... and for
Barnsley. Don will be
sorely missed.

– David Whinyates

He will be missed but
never forgotten

– Roy Woodcock

A sad loss – a very
down-to-earth and
companiable gent."

“
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– Paul Chadderton,
McLaren Global Product
Communications
& PR Manager

Fond memories from Mount
Sinai to
Malvern
ngmw N E W S
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A LATE member of the Northern
Group aptly summed up Don's
intense love for Barnsley by stating
that he thought the sun rose and set
over the South Yorkshire town where
he had been born, edited the local
paper and closely followed the
fluctuating fortunes of the local
football club where he was a lifelong
season ticket holder, along with his
wife Freda.

Following Don's death I thought about this
assessment by Maurice Cable of the Newark
Advertiser when pondering my long friendship
with Don with whom I drove thousands of miles
in this country and abroad on new car launches
when I was motoring correspondent for the South
Yorkshire Times and he was the motoring man
for the rival Barnsley Chronicle over many years.
We both knew Sir Michael Parkinson - Parky was
a an apprentice journalist on the Times for two
years covering the South Elmsall area near
Barnsley where Don met him as he covered that
area for the Chronicle.
Don appeared on the This Is Your Life TV
programme featuring Parky and he was one of the
first to ring Don's daughter Julie to offer his
condolences about the death of our old mate.
Don loved to reminisce about our motoring
launches together and one of his favourite stories
featured a Peugeot car launch in a remote area of
Morocco in the days when Peugeot Paris
organised all the new car launches for Peugeot
UK, many of which were held in Morocco, Egypt
and Jordan.
We had just finished our lunch in a bivouac and
then called at a temporary loo which the locals
had erected next to a mountain stream to which it
was connected.

Northern Group life member
BRYAN LONGWORTH was
Don Booker’s driving partner
for many years. Here he
reminisces about some of
many magical moments on
the roads of the world.

As we drove from the lunch stop Don spotted
some of the local tribesmen washing the lunch
pots and pans and cutlery in the water
downstream from the loo, commenting that we
had just helped to raise the water level for them
and that it wasn’t ideal washing up water!
And there was the famous occasion when we
were on another Peugeot launch in the Sinai
Desert in Egypt where the coffee stop was at the
monastery on Mount Sinai where the famous
Burning Bush is situated.
Being a religious man Don decided to get a
cutting so he could take it back to his beloved
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Barnsley - where it is still growing.
Car launches in the UK were not quite so eventful
but I remember driving with him on a VW launch
in the Cotswolds when he decided to call at the
Morgan factory in Malvern where his own
Morgan cars had been built.
He was known personally to the staff there who
took us both on a private tour of the fascinating
factory which resembled a working museum with
old women on sewing machines stitching the
seats of cars, one of which was bound for Don.
His passion for Morgan cars never diminished
and there was still one in his garage when he
finally hung up his driving gloves.
Don would be pleased to know that his precious
Morgan will be remaining in the family, for his
daughter Julie and her husband Simon, who is a
solicitor in Barnsley, have decided to keep the
charismatic Plus 4 sports car.
Simon told me: "The Morgan was very special to
Don and we felt we had to keep it in the family
because we both also think it is a special car and
we will really enjoy driving it."
Farewell old friend. RIP

“

Don Booker MBE
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We were competitors but also
friends and, most important of
all, he had a motorbike so I was
his pillion passenger clinging on
for dear life until I went in the army
to do National Service, which was
an experience not half as
dangerous as being Don’s pillion
passenger.
We kept in touch over the years
and I had his friendship and his
help whenever I came north from
London or across from
Manchester during my time at the
Daily Express and the Manchester
Guardian.

Autumn 2018
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indeed who deeply cared for the
reputation of his paper and his job
and took it very seriously without
ever losing his sense of humour.

“
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When I think back on the people
who enhanced my career, I see
Don as a significant figure
and I shall be forever grateful
for his friendship and
example.

– Sir Michael Parkinson

He made a typically humorous and
good-natured appearance on my
This Is Your Life and, throughout
our relationship, was a reliable
friend and a good natured mate.

The gravedigger - and knicker elastic!
He was also a very good journalist

SO many memories. From
so many places.

Don was a great story-teller - all of them
delivered in his distinctive, Yorkshire drawl.
KEITH WARD recalls some of the best of them...

It was actually based in Barnsley,
and Don navigated me on a tour of
local landmarks associated with the
town’s sporting and showbiz
characters (Dickie Bird,
Geoffrey Boycott, Michael
Parkinson, Skinner Normanton,
Tommy Taylor, Ashley Jackson,
Stan Richards et al) as well as with
the tough and terrible times of the
miners’ strike.

His yarns about Parky and himself
as cub reporters were a treat.
They were on rival weekly papers,
but shared a motor bike, so hunted
for stories together.
Fancying themselves as Humphrey
Bogart lookalikes, they dressed in
Hollywood-style trench coats and
snap-brim trilby hats.
The trilbies (pre- crash helmets)

“

I was so sad to hear that
Don had passed away. My
condolences and sympathies go to
all of you as he's been a huge part
of the NGMW for a very long
time. It was good to meet him
again when we started SMMT
Test Day North and he was
always a very kind, gentle man.
- Janet Wilkinson (ex-SMMT)

I’m shattered by the news. Such
a lovely, genuine, man of the
world. Irreplaceable.
- Bernard Gent

He was simply brilliant, such a
nice man, a great character and a
superb writer. In the good old
days he was always there at
launches with a tale to tell, never
missed one. I am sure everyone
will miss him hugely.
- Denis Chick (ex Vauxhall)
I always enjoyed chatting with
him at events over many years
and also meeting Freda
occasionally, always a very
cheery couple.
- Alun Parry, Suzuki

were held down with specially
purchased knicker elastic, which
was quickly removed for dignity's
sake on reaching their destination.

One of their best contacts for stories,
related Don, was the local grave
digger. He knew everything that was
going on.

Screeching up at the churchyard,
they quickly located him by the

Don and I served together on the
membership sub-committee and I
followed him as Chairman. He
embodied the spirit of the Group.
The thoughts of Margaret and I
are with Freda and Julie.
- Geoff Rumney

“

However, I treasure the time in
recent years when we shared a test
car at a Mercedes event.

Don and I enjoyed some
wonderful times together especially the day he and I
received Holy Communion in the
cathedral in the hillside
overlooking Madrid.
- Alan Domville

Our thanks to Aroundtown magazine and the Barnsley Chronicle for
their help in compiling the Northern Group’s tribute to Don Booker.
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shovelfuls of earth hurtling upwards.
At grave's edge they peered down
and addressed him: "Hey Bob - owt
for us?"
Called Bob, pausing in his
endeavours: "Gis thee notebook",
and raised his shovel to receive it.
Notebook duly descended into the
grave.
Bob licked a pencil stub taken from
his waistcoat pocket and scrawled a
name. Borne on the shovel, up from
the grave came the notebook. "Have
a word with 'im. He'll have a story
for thee."
Back to the bike, knicker elastic in
place, they raced off, news-hounds
on the trail. Bob never failed them,
said Don. His tips always produced
a story.
Some time after he told me this, Don
rang me at the Manchester Evening
News.
The Guardian (our sister paper) had
asked him, in his capacity as a
member of the Guild of Editors, to
write a piece for their Media section
about the importance of reporters
getting out of the office and
cultivating local contacts. Don was
modestly doubtful of his ability to
write for such an august organ.
I told him to give them the grave
digger story.
He did. It made a huge doublecolumn spread. He was delighted.

Barnsley and proud of it!
ngmw N E W S
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From cricket to ferrets ...
editor DAVID WHINYATES
remembers Don’s memorable
Northern Group nights ...
BARNSLEY: a medium-sized town
in South Yorkshire - population just
over 90,000 - but Don Booker never
missed a chance to big it up.

He was A Barnsley Lad - the title of his
autobiography - and proud of it and he was at his
happiest when sharing the delights of his home
town and its people with anyone who would lend
him an ear.
The Barnsley nights he organised for Northern
Group members were the stuff of legend.
The menu: Barnsley chops, of course - the
biggest, most succulent lumps of lamb I have ever
tasted - Yorkshire parkin and a presentation box
of Pontefract cakes. Well, Ponty’s not that far
from Barnsley.
And then there were his Barnsley mates he
brought along to entertain us.
Famed Test cricket umpire Dickie Bird regaled us
with his Wisden witicisms; actor Stan Richards,
famous as the dour Seth in Emmerdale, surprised
us playing classical music on a grand piano;
famed local artist Ashley Jackson showed us his
evocative paintings of Yorkshire moorland scenes.
But the man who arguably made the greatest
impression - almost literally - was Reg Mellor, the
world ferret-legging champion.
At Don’s invitation, Reg introduced us to this
dubious sport. For the uninitiated, it basically
involves sticking a live ferret down your trousers
and seeing how long you dare keep it there.
"No jockstraps allowed. No underpants - nothin'
whatever. And it's no good with tight trousers,
mind ye. Little bah-stards ’ave to be able to move
around inside there from ankle to ankle,"
according to Reg.
Reg held the world record at an astonishing five
hours and 26 minutes. Some Group members were

brave enough to try it ... for a few seconds!
Reg was presented with a Northern Group tie which he wore memorably on a televised
interview - and in return presented the Northern
Group with one of his ferrets - dead, stuffed and
mounted - which, to this day, remains the ‘badge
of office’ for the holder of the Group chair.
The list of Don’s Barnsley mates and
contemporaries reads like a roll of honour of
famous Yorkshiremen: Sir Michael Parkisnon,
Geoffrey Boycott and footballers Tommy Taylor
and “Skinner” Normanton amongst them.
Like most of them, he never forgot his roots and

The Barnsley boys...

r Don with Sir Michael Parkinson and
Barnsley Chronicle editor Andrew Harrod

never lost that broad South Yorkshire drawl and
dry wit.
I recall a car launch - in Italy with Fiat, I think when Don and a few Group members were
chatting on the way to lunch with a senior
company executive.
“Today eet eez very ’ot ’ere,” said the exec.
Don pondered this for a moment, before he
responded. “Aye, tha’s right - it’s ’ot ’ere sure
enough,” he said. “Mind you we’ve ’ad it ’ot at
’ome tha’ knows...”
You could take the lad out of Barnsley, but you
could never, ever, take Barnsley out of the lad.

r Famous friends. From left: umpire Dickie Bird, artist Ashley Jackson, actor
Stan Richards, ferret-legger Rag Mellor and cricket legend Geoffrey Boycott.
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There’s
change
in the
air...
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THE TIMES they are a changin...

You will read elsewhere in this newsletter of the
death of Don Booker, one of our best-loved
members, and a mainstay of the Northern Group.

Along with many others I have a great deal of
affection for Don. He was one of the first
journalists I encountered when I took over
motoring for the Yorkshire Weekly Newspaper
Group in 2001 and it was he who encouraged me
and proposed me for Group membership - after
the statutory probation period was over, of course.

Don was always a stickler for the rules of the
Northern Group constitution!

He and Freda befriended my daughter Rachel
when I had occasion to take her to events as a
small child and, latterly, I visited them at their
home in Barnsley with my mum for a cup of tea
whenever we were passing. A true gent who will
be sadly missed.

There are other changes afoot both in the group
and the industry. At our meeting next month we
hope to ratify three new members to take our
active membership to 28, plus a valued core of
life members.

From
the chair
with
JULIE
MARSHALL

And, following the retirement of Jon Zammett
earlier this year, the long-awaited news of his
successor has been revealed. Gavin Ward,
formerly BMW’s media relations manager, will
take over as Audi’s head of press and public
relations in November, and I’d like to welcome
him and wish him every success in his new role.
Some members have remarked that, in recent
years, invitations to Audi’s international launches,
have been scarce, when once they were plentiful.
Let’s hope that under Gavin’s leadership the
regional press will be welcomed once more and
we can have a long and meaningful relationship
with the press office.
Other luxury car manufacturers have embraced

The newsletter of the Northern Group of Motoring Writers
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When it comes to test car insurance - be sure of what’s covered...

PROOF positive that the
Northern Group newsletter
reaches the parts others
cannot reach.

ANYONE who follows their local
traffic police on social media will
have realised how none of our
constabularies plays games when it
comes to clamping down on
insurance dodgers.

This is keep-ball. Or rather keep your car.
Now, I don't doubt we all ensure our personal
cover is bang on the biscuit. However, one
question: When was the last time you asked if
your spouse was okay to drive a test car?
Yes, I know we have PRs who take it as a given,
but increasingly the back office has taken over
another part of the press service we once took for
granted.

“

Insurance has
become a long and
winding road with an
increasing number of
manufacturers adding
twists and turns to
their methodology...

“

Like wanting guaranteed publication even if it is
just a one day event showing off the range with a
low-level lunch.

I have just said no to an event which would have
called for me saying exactly where four shortdrive reviews of the cars would appear. Sorry, not
realistic.

If you don’t want your partner to
run into problems with the boys in
blue when driving your test car,
best make sure they’re covered by
the insurance, says STEVE ORME
That won't show up on ANPR but it will if you
have a bump and could become a points matter.
Six of them, in fact.

r Steve Orme’s piece on number
Insurance has become a long and winding road
with an increasing number of manufacturers
adding twists and turns to their methodology.

Even Everton hadn't managed six when Rooney
went to court.

It’s Hyundai
versus Subaru
in mower
wars
plate
cloning

the last issue of Northern Group News.

Mitsubishi we have discussed at Group because
the acceptance agreement seems to leave the
journalist responsible for any damage which
cannot be claimed against a third party.

Ever been swiped parked up in the multi-story?
That could be what we are talking about.

I have no problems with credentials; just be
aware.

If you don't ask Subaru if your wife can drive you
won't know that they need both a licence check
code and a driver form precisely like the one we

There are even those determined to milk a
situation, something which could reveal a lack of
cover.

The best I had was a guy calmly accepting
accidents happen until he saw the company policy
documents and the words press pack.

He then started grasping his neck an leaping about
like Basil Fawlty shouting whiplash, whiplash.

Reminded me of the Blue Brothers' Rawhide
scene.

It would be a less complicated world if press

r Gavin Ward - taking the
helm at BMW.
regional media, recently. Earlier this month a
number of group members received an invitation
from Aston Martin to drive the new DB11
Volante and the Vantage. They are even sending
a car to pick us up - which is a first as far as I can
recall.
Other members have been offered cars by RollsRoyce, Bentley and, after a hiatus of some years,
Mercedes.
Newspaper circulations continue to decline and
ad revenue to fall, however. Some papers with
16-page motoring supplements just a few years
ago can sometimes not even muster up a single
advertisement. It is not economic for editors to
commission bespoke editorial any longer and, in
the case of my employer Johnston Press, the same
copy is sent out countrywide with no scope for
regional variation, which is a shame.
One exception to this is the Yorkshire Post
Saturday motoring supplement, which, under the
watchful eye of our former chairman Steve Teale,
carries a weekly review by Frederic Manby (also
used in Scotland on Sunday) and contributions
from Keith Ward. It continues to flourish - albeit
with a smaller pagination.

Steve’s ripped-off and he’s on!

Don’t assume - check

ngmw N E W S

Autumn 2018

Hot on the heels of news that Jonathan
Smith has a go-anywhere Subaru
lawnmower I
have countered
with a slightly
warm Hyundai
hatch version.
It comes in at just
under 100cc and
the man in the
shop said it was
overpowered for

in

Six months after our man in the green
wellies, Steve Orme, recounted his tale of
woe after being told a test car he had
been driving was clocked twice in two
days doing high speeds in Birmingham,
he got a surprise call from the BBC.
"I had just come in from milking my
prize hedgehogs when the phone went
and a researcher from Rip Off Britain
asked me if I was prepared to do a video
interview about the Group story,” says
Steve.
"The upshot was a half hour interview,
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obviously subbed down for broadcast,
which went out in June. Interestingly
they had managed to fit me in a wing
mirror for the sake of artistic TV licence.
"A farmer friend asked if they had used
a mirror off a Scania truck, which is a
bit harsh."
To demonstrate just how much of an
epidemic cloning is, days before the
programme aired Derek Grocock
revealed that he too had been victim of
false plates being matched to a test car.
"As I said on the programme and in the
article, do not just accept you may be
guilty and be sure our friends in the
motor industry will do all they can to
help you prove you are an innocent
victim."

Stinger crowned our
Car of the Year
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FIVE cars; a Yorkshire
venue; fifteen members
of the Northern Group.
Their task - to
determine which of
those cars was worthy
of the title Northern
Car of the Year 2018.

It was a close run thing, but the
Kia Stinger came out on top by
a mere four points.
Victory for the Stinger
gave the South Korean
manufacturer its third
Northern Car of the Year
title, having also won with
the Picanto in 2011 and
the cee’d a year later.
This year’s fight for the
coveted Northern Group
‘Arthur’- right - took on a
totally new format.
As before, members were
asked to vote for their
favourites from a long list of
new models launched in
2017/18.
The list of around 90 cars,
drawn up by CAP’s Martin
Ward, was whittled down to a
top five and manufacturers
were asked to send examples
“up North” for a final round of
judging.
This extra dimension to our
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award’s modus operandi,
ensured that everyone who
made the final decision would
have an opportunity to drive
and compare all five.
At the end of the driving day,
held at Thorpe Park Hotel,
Leeds, earlier this month
members collectively gave the
Stinger 46 votes in a secret
ballot.
Jaguar’s innovative electricpowered I-Pace was the
runner-up with 42.
Joint third came the Suzuki
Swift supermini and the
Volvo XC40 compact
sports utility each with 35
votes and the Citroen C3
Aircross SUV which
attracted 22 votes.
“Actually Stinger nearly
didn’t make it to the
final run-off,” explains
Northern Group general
secretary and contest
organiser Alan Domville.
“There was a problem that
meant the car could not be
delivered to the hotel the day
before but Lauren Martin at
the press office swung into
action and organised a diesel
version to be delivered to the
Thorpe Park from the
Ringways dealership in Leeds.
“Halfway through the day it
was replaced by a petrol model,

which was hurriedly driven up
from Wiltshire. Lauren’s
efforts certainly paid off for her
company.”
Alan is especially appreciative
of the support given to the
event by each manufacturer.
Alun Parry, head of press and
PR operations at Suzuki
brought the Swift to Thorpe
Park while Conrad Allum and
Jessica Jay of JLR also made
available for driving two
versions of the XF, the winner
of our award in 2016.
Craig Morrow of PSA and
Luke James of Volvo had their
entries delivered to the hotel on
the previous evening.
“I was also grateful to Lauren
Porter and Hayley Elliker of
Thorpe Park’s events team who
arranged for the keys of the
cars to be kept safely and to
enable them to be parked
together,” said Alan.
Our traditional award, the
miner’s lamp, suitably
inscribed along with a bottle of
Taittinger, was due to be
presented at the annual test
day for automotive writers
organised by the Society of
Motor Manufacturers and
Traders at Wetherby
racecourse.
The award has been presented
annually since 2005.
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...and the other
nominees were:
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When Martin Ward was asked to write a piece
celebrating a trade paper’s 40th birthday he
was also asked to send a suitable picture from
his first days in the motor industry. Here he
recalls his early career as told to Fleet News.
And, yes, this really is him - then and now!

Autumn 2018

How the
fleet came
in for Martin
JUST 40 years ago back in 1978, I
had been selling cars for seven years,
and getting quite good at it.

But in '78 I was selling Honda's at Hepworth of
Kirkburton, a small village dealer, and the fact
that Japanese cars were being sold there raised
many eyebrows and many complaints.
Our idea of a fleet sale was selling an Acty pickup to the local milkman, or a really big fleet sale
was delivering two Civics to Bamforths postcards
to Mr and Mrs Bamforth in Holmfirth, and no
doubt being paid in cash.
But it was the winter of discontent in 1978-79 that
really kick-started fleet sales.
Strikes were the result of the Government’s
attempt to control inflation, with pay rises kept to
a minimum, and so companies could not offer
more money. So many offered new company cars
as an incentive to keep staff, and attract new
people
After the three Honda years it was to a larger
Austin Rover, MG, Jaguar and LDV dealer called
Rocar in Huddersfield. Fleet business was brisk
there, with most being paid for by company
cheque, and very little finance. This is Yorkshire
after all.
Fleet sales accounted for nearly 25 per cent of
sales, as the majority were still Mr & Mrs Smith
buying retail cars. But gradually fleet did rise as
the company car then was a huge benefit: a new

car, no tax, free petrol - what more could the
driver ask for.
Then came a short spell selling Nissans where the
importers saw a real opening for fleet as well as
retail.
By now companies were using the latest cars, free
this and free that to attract employees to growing
companies and the company car became a real
perk.
Noticeably more and more finance was being
taken on, and Finance Managers became the norm
in delaerships.
A customer could not escape from the showroom
(either fleet or retail) until they had been grilled
for three hours under hot spotlights by the F&I
Man. They would not get out until they signed up
for something.. anything..
Then in 1988 it was to CAP in Skipton, and just
nine of us trying to take on the world - a few excar-salesman who thought we could value cars
and push the huge, well established other guide
out of the way. Were we deluded? No, just
maverick.
Around 1992 we came up with the idea of
predicting future values, stupid idea.. it would
never catch on, would it?.. Ah well we gave it a
go.
It took a couple of years for anyone to take us
Yorkshire country bumpkins seriously. But
eventually it worked, and I think it was at this
point that the fleet industry came alive as Monitor

(Now called Gold Book) was being used more
and more, and was the industry standard.
More fleet and leasing companies were being
born, many on the back of Monitor and getting
more finance from previously reluctant banks
I would like to think I've played a small part in the
creation of the Fleet Industry not only in the UK,
but across the World as we were the leaders, and
others followed.

Goodwood outing for Guy’s Connaught
NGMW Member Guy Loveridge took part in
The Fordwater Trophy race at the 2018
Goodwood Motor Racing Circuit Revival
event in early September driving his 1948
Connaught L2.
His car is the very first Connaught built, and
was the personal works car of Kenneth
McAlpine who funded the company.
It has wins at Goodwood, Blandford Camp,
Ibsley and Boreham to its credit, as well as a
4th place finish in the Grand Prix Des
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Frontiers at Chimay in 1950.
This was Guy's third racing appearance at
Goodwood, following races in a sister
Connaught in 2008 and 2015.
This year’s Goodwood Revival was the 70th
anniversary of Goodwood as a Motor Circuit
and also as a co-incidence, that of
Connaught.
The car acquitted itself well and Guy is
looking forward to a return, perhaps next
year?

Electric dreams? You have
to be
kidding!
ngmw N E W S
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Electrickery is a difficult test car option if you live out in the sticks, says Steve Orme

An all electric Jaguar, imagine that?
Sadly it is unlikely I will ever drive it any time
soon.
I have trouble with my electrics where EVs are
concerned.
You see I am largely unplugged, a sort of acoustic
source of reviews.
To get to the parking on my property you must
go up a track, across logs r us and park up before
the lushness of the orchard. Well, I say orchard just three fruit trees at present.
I cannot run a cable from the outside supply,
dangerous apparently, the water mill has dried up,
global warming, and EEC regulations have
outlawed donkey power in any country where
people shave their legs.
All a bit annoying because if I go to the brow of
the nearest big hill I can see the Liverpool Bay
wind farm built by Dong.
Ring any bells?
At least four of my rural neighbours have the
same problem although one has got a better
orchard.
Mention electric cars around here and the saloon
bar goes all misty eyed over memories of
Scalectrix or for the real good old tractor boys,
clockwork cows.
Obviously the answer is charging posts. And look
at this: two have been installed in our village, near
the health centre.
Which means that when there is parking shortage,
as in every day, you don't so much run the threat
of a blue flash as a blue badge.
I once agreed to a Leaf loan from Nissan and
arranged to have a corner of the underground van
bay at the Liverpool Echo, next to a power point,
coned off.
On the day the car was due buildings management
decided to repaint the floor: "Can't park there
mate, look silly with red lines on it that Nissan."
No problem, a Nissan outlet was within striding
distance. Sadly it was still a steam dealership with
no charging post.
If you live in a semi-detached with garage the
only problem is what to do for the week with the
family car.

“

Mention electric cars round here
and the saloon bar goes all misty
eyed over memories of Scalextrix ...

Out in the sticks it kind of makes electrickery a
difficult test car option although thanks must go
to the good people of Slayley Hall who let me use
the point they have for golf buggies to charge a
plug-in Outlander.
Sadly for Kia at a recent driving event in Cheshire
the Optima PHEV was eventually running on
petrol only due to a lack of charging points,.
Obviously a test car could be driven until out of
charge but unlike dealing with those self-centred
borrowers who send back vehicles sucking fumes,
the delivery guy can't exactly nip to a petrol
station for a can of electricity.
So on behalf of myself and any other group
members, I have spoken with at least two, who
simply cannot recharge sensibly, we are not
against your exciting EVs, not a mysterious
northern Luddite cell but just waiting to join in.
And to the guy who blocks the village charging
point every evening, Nissan do the Leaf not an
electric 2011 Qashqai.
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“

NEVER in the history of history has
so much been written in so short a
time as we have seen directed
towards the Jaguar I-PACE.

ANOTHER problem we face road testing
is putting a car in its natural
environment.
I mean there would be little point
spending the week in an Aerial Atom
driving up and down a dual carriageway
with lots of speed cameras.
Take 4x4s. I have access to farmland and
rough ground which is every bit as
testing as Coniston Hall. Not everyone
has much more than a bit of moorland
track.
So what about a long wheelbase
limousine? Well it may seem a bit
extreme but, to fully appreciate the
Jaguar XJ L Autobiography, I married
off my daughter.
Her wedding celebrations to the splendid
Jay took place at a Lancashire country
venue, West Tower, and there was a need
to get some of the senior members of the
family ferried around.
Lindsey Dipple to the rescue
with a car which they loved
being carried in and I even
washed it before the big day.

Many thanks to Jaguar and I
hope when the copy lands
you get a few smiles,
although I have stopped
short of the full father of the
bride transcript.

Capital offenders!
ngmw N E W S
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I HATE capitals with a
vengeance.

Don’t get me wrong – Budapest is
beautiful; Prague has its points;
Manilla is marvellous; I can even
live with London – even if only for a
day.

No, the capitals I detest are the ones
that increasingly litter car
manufacturers’ press releases. Are
they really necessary?

The new Audi e-tron is splendidly lower case,
says DAVID WHINYATES, who bemoans the
proliferation of capital letters in press releases,
as typified by a recent release on the Rolls
Royce Cullinan.

Maybe I’m old-fashioned, maybe
it’s the newspaper style I was
brought up with, but when I convert
a press release into a proper story, at
least 50 per cent of the time it takes
is spent putting errant capitals back
into their rightful lower cases.

Here’s a par from a recent RollsRoyce Cullinan release…

“Further equipment includes: Night
Vision and Vision Assist including
daytime and night-time Wildlife &
Pedestrian warning; Alertness
Assistant; a 4-Camera system with
Panoramic View, all-round visibility
and helicopter view; Active Cruise
Control; Collision Warning; CrossTraffic Warning, Lane Departure
and Lane Change Warning; an
industry leading 7x3 HighResolution Head-Up Display, WiFi
hotspot, and of course the latest
Navigation and Entertainment
Systems.”

“

“

Seems that any
new gadget or
gizmo is worthy of
caps in today’s
PR-speak...

Oh, and I mustn’t forget the OffRoad button, Hill Descent Control
button, Air Suspension height
adjustment controls, Magic Carpet
Ride, Architecture of Luxury and
Pavilion Seating described
elsewhere in the release. By my

reckoning that’s 46 unnecessary
caps – I’ll let them get away with
WiFi. It is, after all, an abbreviation.
My former newspaper’s style-book
dictated that initial capital letters
should generally be reserved
exclusively for proper nouns, formal
titles such as Lord or Duke, Doctor
or Professor, company names, public
and bank holidays and, of course,
abbreviations.

Not even a managing director or
editor was deserving of an uppedcap.

Strangely, though, the Press,
collectively, warranted one … unlike
public relations officers. Unless, of
course, they were PROs or PR
managers – note the lower case m.

Today’s plague of motoring
capitalism – or should that be
capitalisation? – can be directly
linked to the advance of new
automotive technologies.
Seems that any new model, gadget
or gizmo is worthy of caps in
today’s PR-speak. Mercedes are
among the worst offenders with the

likes of E-ACTIVE BODY
CONTROL, URBANETIC,
4MATIC and AMG SPEEDSHIFT.
They even managed to capitalise
KEYLESS-GO and HANDS-FREE
ACCESS in one recent release.

I, for one, take great pleasure, but an
inordinate amount of my precious
time, decapping each and every one.

Congratulations to Audi, however.
The UK PR team managed to issue a
2,000 word press release on the new
all-electric, splendidly lower-case
new e-tron without resorting to a
single errant capital letter.
With new safety systems, innovative
driving aids and convenience
features being rolled out in ever-

increasing numbers, the number of
unwarranted capitals, abbreviations
and acronyms increases
exponentially.

My own 2018 Hyundai Kona’s
handbook features no fewer than
around 20 of them.

Come on folks, give us a break and
put an end to these capital offences.

t Style note: The first word or
couple of words in this and every
story in Northern Group News are
capitalised because that’s our style
as are capital letters for by-lines.
Northern Group News (News with
a capital N) is, of course, this
publication’s proper name.

Do you know your EAT8 from your EMP2?

Here’s a random
selection of
abbreviations from
recent press releases.
How many can you
identify? Answers on
the back page.

CGC

EAT8

ITS

ORVR

SEDRIC

TonD

DRL

ICE

MBUX

PPE

T-GDI

VSM

CMP
EMP2

ESS
ISG

KES

MEB
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PEC

RDM

SMCP

TIDAL

TSC

WLTP

Friends are so retiring!
ngmw N E W S

SEVERAL longserving industry
colleagues and
friends of the
Group, Denis Chick
of General Motors,
Audi’s Jonathan
Zammett, Toyota’s
John Brooks and
Tim Holmes of Ford
have retired since
our last issue
appeared.
Denis had spent 53 years
working in the motor
industry and had been
with General Motors for
the past 16.

His first industry job was
as an engineering
apprentice with Rover and
he moved, through a
succession of roles with
Rover and British Leyland,
into public relations in
1994.

From there he joined GM
and became their
communications director.
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During one of the driving
days on Denis’s final
roadshow tour of Great
Britain, Group chair Julie
Marshall wished him well
and presented him with
one of our cherished
inscribed miner’s lamps.

At the same event, Denis
was also presented with a
tie by Frederic Manby.
The tie, which features
cartoon Vauxhalls had
been given to Fred by
Andrew Andersz on a
Vauxhall launch some
years ago. Denis wore the
tie when he handed over
the reins to his successor,
Jeremy Townsend.

Jon Zammett joined the
Volkswagen Group in 1991
as PR head at SEAT and
moved over to Audi in
2000 since when he had
organised more than 300
press launches. In total,
Jon had worked in public
relations for 40 years and
had been Audi’s head of
public relations for 18
years.
John Brooks, who had

SOON after Denis Chick retired from
Vauxhall Jeremy Townsend was
annunced as his successor.

Jeremy was formerly comms director at Groupe
Renault with whom he held various other senior
positions in sales and marketing.
Other newcomers at Vauxhall are Synneva
Spittel, Rebeka Howarth and Alicia Fereday.
Synneva has replaced Pam Meegan as the media
go-to for all press and heritage fleet inquries, Pam
having moved to a new position with the National
Health Service.

r French connection: Emma Gafney of
Citroen and Renault’s James Bolton.

been arranging Toyota and
Lexus car loans for
members for many years,
has now taken early
retirement.
He has moved to what was
his second home in sunny
Spain but will no doubt
still be seen regularly at
Spurs’ new stadium when
it is completed.
On the very day that his
departure from Toyota
was announced after 30
years’ service initially at
Crawley, then Redhill and
for the past 16 at Great
Burgh the first journalist
to wish him well in person
was our general secretary
Alan Domville.
Alan had arranged to have
one of our coveted miner’s
lamps suitably inscribed
and made the journey
down to Surrey to present
it to a delighted John, his
secret visit being arranged
with Erica Haddon.
After 18 years with Ford
Tim Holmes, executive
director of
communications and
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r Denis Chick
hands over to
Jeremy Townsend
- wearing the tie
presented to him
by Fred Manby

public affairs, elected to
retire. Ex-journalist Tim
joined Ford of Europe in
2000. He took up the lead
role in the British
communications operation
10 years ago and was later
appointed to the board.

Motor industry news with Alan Domville

Beki is the company’s new consumer
communications assistant and is on placement
from Oxford Brookes University. She has
replaced Mariela Petkova who is now back at
university.
Alicia has taken on the role of internal
communications assistant replacing Madeliene
Shutt. Alicia was previously studying at Coventry
Uni.
John Brooks’ successor is Graham Bothamley
who is also heading up the Toyota and Lexus
press vehicle facility near Gatwick.
Graham spent the past eight years working at the
Toyota Technical Centre and four at the
company’s headquarters in Great Burgh,
providing specialist advice for the retail network.
He has also worked as a quality reporting
executive with Rolls-Royce and as a freelance
specialist in automotive technical support.
Another newcomer in the Toyota PR department
is Matt Burt who has been appointed head of
content and publishing. He was previously with
Haymarket Automotive and has 21 years of
writing, editing and publishing experience. He
had spent the past seven years with Autocar
where he became the magazine’s executive editor.
He had also edited Motorsport News.
Lisa Haworth-Langford has left the Renault
press office where she had worked for 19 years
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looking after the test car schedule and overseeing
dozens of new model introductions.
Her successor, with the title of press fleet and VIP
relations manager, is Charlie Roper who has
been with the company as press relations
coordinator for a year and a half.
Chloe Yemm, product and corporate
communications manager, has also left Renault.
New in the press office are James Bolton and
Ciaran Sands. James is the company’s new
product and corporate communications manager
with responsibility for Renault cars. Formerly a
journalist with Motorsport News, James joined
Volkswagen as a press officer in 2016.
Ciaran is working as communications assistant on
a one year placement from Leeds University. He
has replaced Emma Stacey who has now returned
to Bath University.
Emma Gaffney has been appointed media
relations executive within the Citroen UK press
office, replacing Michael Arnold who has
transferred to the events team as national events
coordinator for both Citroen and DS.
Emma was previously a business apprentice with
the events team from 2015.Michael has succeeded
Jonathan Heeks who has moved to a position
within the marketing division.

Continued on Page 14

John’s
in the
driving
seat at
Ford
ngmw N E W S
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Continued from Page 13

At Ford, Tim Holmes has been
succeeded by John Gardiner, a
former journalist and one-time
editor of Custom Car magazine who
joined Ford 28 years ago.
For the past nine he had been
director of news operations with
Ford of Europe in Cologne. In his
new role he has retained
responsibility for Ford of Europe’s
corporate and executive
communications.
Rebecca Gibb has succeeded Chloe
Farmer as the yearly press office
intern at Kia UK. Becky has joined
the company from Loughborough
University where she is studying for
a degree in communication and
media studies.
Chloe had a slightly extended stay
with Kia to assist with the Ceed and
Sportage launches in Slovakia in
July; she has now returned to Bath
Spa University to complete her final
year working for her degree in
business and management.
Former Kia press officer Carly
Escritt has joined MG as events
manager.
SEAT have appointed Gemma
Briggs as their product affairs
manager; previously she was media

More news from the motor industry
and publications manager at
Bletchley Park, the once top secret
home of codebreakers. Her
experience in journalism includes
spells with Autosport, the Guardian
and the Observer.
Juliet Carrington has now returned
to SEAT after taking maternity
leave.
At Audi, Gavin Ward has been
named as the new head of press and
public relations following Jon
Zammett’s retirement. He will take
over the reins on November 5th with
Jo Davies acting as interim press
and PR manager until then.
International Motors have said
farewell to Dev Mistry, press and
PR Manager, and his assistant Sam
Pollock.
At Nissan, Dominic Vizor has been
promoted to the post of product
communications and special projects
manager with additional responsibilities to the company’s European
operation.
Rebecca Diver-Clarke is now

OBITUARIES:

senior product communications
officer and continues to field our
inquiries relating to product, media
events and test car bookings.
Graziella De Angelis, who stepped
in to provide maternity cover for
Lindsay Ablitt, is now a fullyfledged member of the team,
managing the press fleet and
corporate events.
Intern Sophie Gibb has returned to
the University of Newcastle and has
been succeeded by Chloe Rainford
who is reading history at Lancaster
University.
Honda have said farewell to press
officer Tom Lynch and motorcycles PR manager David Rogers.
John O’Brien, formerly a member
of the UK Media and Events team,
is the new press fleet officer while
Iain Baker has succeeded David.
Iain has worked with Honda Europe
as their motor-cycle PR manager
and training manager.
Also new in the department is
Celine Plum who has been

Alan Treweeke, a PR responsible for so many
brilliant initiatives on press day at the British
International Motor Show, has also died.

Alan recreated Monaco’s famous Rosie’s Bar,
staged a cabaret featuring Danny La Rue and led
an oompah band through Earls Court – special
moments well remembered by our veteran
members.
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r Tim Holmes, left,
hands over to John
Gardiner

appointed communications manager.
She was previously with Prudential
for nine years holding internal and
external communications roles and
acted as a business adviser to the
senior management.
Grant McPherson has joined the
Volkswagen Commercials press and
PR department as product affairs
manager “on loan” from the
passenger cars team, covering Amy
Allen’s maternity leave. Grant filled
several roles within the VW Group
before moving into PR four years
ago.
Congratulations to Mercedes’ Jo
Watkins who recently gave birth to
baby Annabelle. Rachel Goodwin,
daughter of motoring journalist and
pilot of note, Colin Goodwin, steps
into Jo’s’shoes as senior press
officer for the next year. By
coincidence, the department’s new
corporate communications intern is
Olivia Frankel - neice of motoring
journalist and former Motor Sport
editor Andrew Frankel.
Joining the Mercedes team as press
officer is Chloe Hawling, who spent
a year in the BMW press office
before returning to uni to
successfuly finish her degree.

Brian Revell, Alan Treweeke & Ken Jackson

MEMBERS were saddened to hear of the sudden
death of Brian Revell who was always present at
Kia model launches, helping the press team to make
sure everything went smoothly. Brian was 68 and
had been with Kia for the past 14 years.

r Gemma Briggs - from
Bletchley Park to SEAT.
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Alan helped to found the Spoke ‘n Wheel, the
forerunner of MIPAA, and was its first treasurer.
With Lombard Banking he sponsored the Circuit of
Ireland rally.
Ken Jackson, who was PR for Reliant Cars in the
early days of our Group, has died at the age of 76.
Ken initially worked for newspapers in the
midlands and north east and he returned to
journalism with the Birmingham Evening Mail. He
went on to become director of corporate affairs
with Tarmac and masterminded the company’s
succesful campaign to win the contract to build the
British part of the Channel Tunnel.

Malcolm’s long crawl in the
tin snail
ngmw N E W S
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A VISIT to last autumn’s SMMT
Northern driving day at Wetherby
prompted a conversation with John
Handcock, head of communications
at Citroën UK, as to acknowledging
the 70th anniversary in 2018 of the
Deux Chevaux, aka the tin snail.

The almost sideways probe as to whether he still
had his 2CV wasn’t far short of inviting Malcolm
Bobbitt to loan his late model umbrella on wheels
for this year’s SMMT event at Millbrook.
“Could you send me a photo of the car? And by
the way, we’ll pay all you expenses in getting the
vehicle to the event.”
Seven months later and in baking sunshine saw
Malcolm driving his 1990 2CV, one of the last to
have been built, from his home in north-west
Cumbria to Millbrook, a journey of 300 miles.
Despite the minimal power delivered by its twincylinder air-cooled 602cc engine, the 2CV can
make for surprisingly good average speeds.
“It’s all about keeping the revs up, anticipating
hills and keeping going, even though the ideal
maximum speed is only around 55mph,” says
Malcolm, who admits the Citroën will reach
65mph, but only after a lot of fuss and noise.
Acceleration and hill climbing are not a 2CV’s
strongest points, and anyone who has driven what
has been termed an upside down pram knows that
selecting the right gear at the right time and being
patient while the tiny engine chatters away is one
of the joys of motoring.
Arrival at Millbrook was bang on schedule at 8am

r Crowd pleaser: Malcolm
Bobbitt’s 2CV at Millbrook.
and immediately a queue of fellow motoring
journalists was forming to take rides in the little
Deux Chevaux around the motor industry’s
proving grounds.
If John Handcock and Michael Arnold were
hoping that the sight of the 2CV would encourage
attendees to try the latest Cactus, Space Tourer or
DS7, they were pleasantly disappointed.
All day the sky blue 2CV was the main attraction.
It wasn’t only younger journalists who’d never
ridden in a 2CV who made a beeline for the
Citroën - a car which stunned the motoring world
at its launch in Paris in 1948.
Those older scribes who remember the 2CV’s
glory days were just happy to rekindle the magic
of the car with its loping suspension, the gear
lever protruding through the dashboard – or lack

Would ewe believe it?
PEUGEOT's press team were keen to make
northerners especially welcome at the 508
Fastback launch by exhibiting a collection of
stuffed sheep in the bar.
Returning the favour, NGMW missionary to
Essex, Jon Smith, demonstrated the ancient
Wigan sport of ewe racing. He was captured on
camera by Southern Group member, Sue Baker,
who posted the pic, left, on Instagram.
As can been seen by his clearly expert riding
style, the former Daily Express man has been
making hay with the recent acquisition of a
small flock for his Debden home.
Smith was claimed by onlookers to be rammed
at the time but denied that, even after many
years enjoying Southern culture, he was still
something of a woolyback. He has, however,
named the sheep. His new friend is called Rustle.

Find us at:www.facebook.com/
NGOMW
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of it, its minimal instrumentation and the
cacophony of the air-cooled flat twin up front.

Moreover, it was all about the comfort from the
simple hammock seats and the way the car leans
on corners with its door handles nearly scraping
the road surface.

Even more so, the smiles the car induces, from
those inside the tin snail as well as those watching.

SMMT Day over, it was back on the road, north
along the M1 and M6 and across the northern
Pennines on the A66 to Cockermouth via the Lake
District.

It was an overall trip of some 650 miles and the
tin snail, umbrella on wheels, upside down pram
or whatever you choose to call it, took it all in its
stride, says Malcolm, and never missed a beat.

Are you a high tech petrol head or still
in the steam age? Check out the
meaning of the abbreviations on Page
12 here. If you can identify 15 or more
give yourself a POTB (pat on the back).
CGC – coasting guide control; CMP – common modular
platform; DRL - daylight running lamps; EMP2 - efficient
modular platform 2; EAT8 - efficient automatic transmission
with 8-speeds; ESS – electronic stop/start system; ICE –
internal combustion engine; ISG - integrated starter generator;
ITS – intelligent transport systems; MBUX - Mercedes-Benz
user experience; MEB – modular electric drive matrix; NEDC new European driving cycle; PEC – predictive energy control;
PPE – premium platform electric; RDM - rear drive module;
SMCP - stereo multi-purpose camera; T-GDi - turbocharged
gasoline direct injection engine; TIDAL – integration of on-line
music; TonD – torque on demand; TSC - trailer stability
control; VSM - vehicle stability management; WLTP worldwide harmonized light vehicles test procedure.
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